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Smell of Decadence at Fin de Siecle:
A Study of Oscar Wilde’s The Picture of Dorian Gray (1)

Kazmori MORI

Synopsis
The purpose of this study is to nvestigate how olfactory descriptions emerge and how they
co-relate with thenarrative in Oscar Wilde’s (1854-1900) The Picture of Dorian Gray (1891).

In this paper, we will look at chapters fiom the first to seventh. In the first section, we concem

ourselves with the first to third chapters of the novel and to investigate how floral fragrances are

compared to the innocence and beauty of Dorian Gray before he is influenced by the New Hedonism

of Lord Henry Wotton.

In the second section, we concem ourselves with the fourth to seventh chapters ofthe novel and

raise the question, from the point of view of snell, as to why Dorian abandons Sibyl Vane. We

analy ze the smell around those characters and conclude the divergence of smell between the two that i

supposed to be the determineroftheirdivorce.
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The studio was filled with the rich odour of

roses, and when the light summer wind stirred amidst
the trees of the garden, there came through the open
door the heavy scent of'the lilac, or the more delicate
perfume of the pink-flowering thom.
From the comer ofthe divan of Persian saddle-bags
on which he was lying, smoking, as was his custom,
innumerable cigarettes, Lord Henty Wotton could
just catch the gleam of the honey-sweet and
honey-coloured blossons of a labumum, whose
tremulous branches seemed hardly able to bear the
burden of a beauty so flamelike as theis; ... The
sullen murmur of the bees shouldering their way
through the long unmown grass, or circling with
monotonous nsistence round the dusty gilt homs of
the straggling woodbine,seemed to make the stillness
more oppressive. The dim roar of London was like
the bourdon note ofa distantorgan. ~ (Works ™' :18)
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Lord Henry flung himself nto a lage wicker
arm-chair and watched him. The sweep and dash of
the brush on the canvas made the only sound that
broke the stillness, except when, now and then,
Hallward stepped back to look at his work from a
distance. In the slanting beans that streamed
through the open doorway the dust danced and was
golden. The heavy scent of the roses seemed to
brood over everything. (Works. : 32)
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Lord Henty went out to the garden and found
Dorian Gray burying his face in the great cool
lilac-blossons, feverishly drinking in their perfume as
if it had been wine. He came close to him and put his
hand upon his shoulder "You are quite right to do
that," he murmured. "Nothing can cure the soul but

the senses, just as nothing can cure the senses but the
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soul." (Works.: 30)
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..There was sonething terribly enthrallng in the
exercise of influence. No otheractivity was like it. To
project one's soul into some gracious form, and ket it
tarty there for a noment... to convey one's
temperament into another as though it were a subtle
fluid or a strange perfume; there was a real joy in
that...(Works. : 39-40)
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They took their seats amidst a crowd of watchers.
The tulip-beds across the road flamed like throbbing
rings of fire. A white dust, tremulous cloud oforrisroot
it seemed, hung in the panting air. The brightly
coloured parasols danced and dipped like monstrous
butterflies. (Works.: 60)
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"Pleasure is the only thing worth having a theory
about,” he answered in his slow melodious voice.
"But I am afraid I cannot claim my theory as nmy own.
It belongs to Nature, not to me. Pleasure is Nature's
test, her sign ofapproval. When we are happy, we are
always good, but when we are good, we are not
always happy."

"Ah! but what do you mean by good?" cried Basil
Hallward.

"Yes," echoed Dorian, leaning back m his chair and
looking at Lord Henty over the heavy clusters of
puple-lipped irises that stood in the centre of'the table,
"what do you mean by good, Harry?"

"To be good is to be in harmony with one’s self," he
replied, touching the thin stem of his glass with his
pale, fine-pointed fingers. (Works.: 66)
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