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Smell of Decadence at Fin de Siécle:
A Study of Oscar Wilde’s The Picture of Dorian Gray (3)

Kazunori MORI

Synopsis

The purpose of this study is to investigate how olfactory descriptions emerge and how they
co-relate with the narrative in Oscar Wilde’s (1854-1900) The Picture of Dorian Gray (1891).

In this paper, we will look at chapters form the fifteenth to twelfth of the novel. We find that the
number of olfactory expression in the novel gradually decreases, and we cannot find any when Dorian

dies. This co-relates with Dorian’s ruin as a Decadent.

Summing up the present study with the previous papers, we conclude that it is important to pay

attention to olfactory descriptions in The Picture of Dorian Gray when we see the cross-dependences

between Fin de siécle and the novel
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Suddenly he started. His eyes grew strangely bright, and
he gnawed nervously at his under lip. Between two of the
windows stood a large Florentine cabinet, made out of
ebony and inlaid with ivory and blue lapis. He watched it
as though it were a thing that could fascinate and make
afraid, as though it held something that he longed for and
yet almost loathed. His breath quickened. A mad craving
came over him. He lit a cigarette and then threw it away.
His eyelids drooped till the long fringed lashes almost
touched his cheek. But he still watched the cabinet. At last
he got up from the sofa on which he had been lying, went
over to it, and having unlocked it, touched some hidden
spring. A triangular drawer passed slowly out. His fingers
moved instinctively towards it, dipped in, and closed on
something. It was a small Chinese box of black and
gold-dust lacquer, elaborately wrought, the sides patterned
with curved waves, and the silken cords hung with round
crystals and tasselled in plaited metal threads. He opened
it. Inside was a green paste, waxy in lustre, the odour
curiously heavy and persistent.”)
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"What would you say, Harry, if I told you that I had
murdered Basil?" said the younger man. He watched him
intently after he had spoken.

"T would say, my dear fellow, that you were posing
for a character that doesn't suit you. All crime is vulgar,
just as all vulgarity is crime. It is not in you, Dorian, to
commit a murder. I am sorry if I hurt your vanity by
saying so, but I assure you it is true. Crime belongs
exclusively to the lower orders. I don't blame them in the
smallest degree. I should fancy that crime was to them
what art is to us, simply a method of procuring

extraordinary sensations."®
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It is said that passion makes one think in a circle. Certainly
with hideous iteration the bitten lips of Dorian Gray
shaped and reshaped those subtle words that dealt with
soul and sense, till he had found in them the full
expression, as it were, of his mood, and justified, by
intellectual approval, passions that without such
Justification would still have dominated his temper. From
cell to cell of his brain crept the one thought; and the wild
desire to live, most terrible of all man's appetites,
quickened into force each trembling nerve and fibre.
Ugliness that had once been hateful to him because it
made things real, became dear to him now for that very
reason. Ugliness was the one reality. The coarse brawl, the
loathsome den, the crude violence of disordered life, the
very vileness of thief and outcast, were more vivid, in their
intense actuality of impression, than all the gracious
shapes of art, the dreamy shadows of song. They were
what he needed for forgetfulness. In three days he would
be free.”
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The reviewer in the Daily Chronicle (June 30, 1890)

described the novel(Dorian Gray) as “a tale spawned from
the leprous literature of the French Decadents — a
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poisonous book, the atmosphere of which is heavy with the

mephitic odours of moral and spiritual putrefaction. ...”*™
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In the time from about 1880-1910s, significant shifts take
place in olfactory perception. First of all, smells are
becoming a topic. Second, however, there occurs a change
in their perceptual structure. They are no longer mere
object smells, but they enter into an interactive perceptual
relation with that vibratory organism the modern human
has become, breaking down borders of subject and object,
transgressing present and past, linking immediacy and

memory"'?

ZDOENT, FON N v Lpol= 19 iR D
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() & FiE (2007), BILO%R FiE (2008).2&HD
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SN 2001 ARITAFE HISNERER IR LToR
HFMELFHC [Smell and  decadence: a study of
Oscar Wildes’ the Picture of Dorian Gray | (Z/VE « &
IEZIAFHERL LT b D TH D,

(2) 1891 4= 11 H ™ Bookman F8Z % H72  ‘ANovel by
Mr. Oscar Wilde’ DH T~ # —(3 Clever always,
this book, however, seems to set forth anything but a
homely philosophy of life for the middle class —a kind
of dainty Epicurean theory rather—vyet fails, to some
degree, in this;& L THAGOTEF2—U 7 =X A
ERUT VDN R=A L% TEZTND, L
L. ZORBEERIZIIHEOEFITLFERT,
Beckson (1970) p.84 £
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Complete Works of Oscar Wilde, London: Harper
Collins Publishers, 1994 735 & 3%, LIF (Complete
Works, ~=— Y %) & O Hil#k, Complete
Works.,p.133

@) A XU ZATOIEATEIF 1920 420> Dangerous

Drug Act LI
(5) Complete Works., p. 152
(6) Complete Works., p.1184
(7) Complete Works., p.134
(8) Complete Works., p.134
(9) Complete Works..pp.134-5
(10) “As Dorian hurried up its three rickety steps, the heavy
odour of opium met him. He heaved a deep breath, and
his nostrils quivered with pleasure.” Complete Works.,
p.135
(11) (LI (1981)p.148
(12) Complete Works., p .142
(13) “‘She can live, like Perdita, in her garden of mint and
marigold.”. Complete Works., p.151

(14) “T saw her face at the window, like a spray of
jasmine.” Complete Works., p.151

(15) Beckson (1992) p.48

(16) Rindisbacher (1992). p.147
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