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Empirical research on citizenship education

—Toward the practical development of technical college education that nurtures a global perspective—

Kiyohiro KOSHOU

Abstract

Today's society, which is said to be "postmodern," demands a civil society in which citizens actively participate in social

formation. Citizenship education is what nurtures such citizens. Since the 2000s, discussions on citizenship education have

been appearing all over the world. But in local schools, there are not so many discussions from the viewpoint that learners,

teachers, and local residents cooperate to construct practices. Based on this understanding of the situation surrounding

citizenship education, I propose a shift from a "bank-type" (accumulation of knowledge) view of classes to one based on

the development of the qualities and abilities necessary for citizens through examining the practical development of

citizenship education. Above all, I will empirically elucidate the hypothesis that practices oriented toward recognizing

problems in the region through collaboration with others and searching for specific approaches to solving them fosters

citizenship in learners. Furthermore, by examining the practices of two high schools and Okinawa while drawing attention

to the cultivation of citizenship, I will propose some hints for the attractiveness of technical colleges, which are more than

one in each prefecture.
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