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The Reformation was a religious revolt, or protest, against the Roman
Catholic Church. A German clergyman, Martin Luther, was the
person responsible for starting the movement in 1517. The church had
grown very rich and powerful and nearly all European s were
Catholic. However, some people questioned the church’s authority
when it began the practice of selling indulgences, or pardons, for sin.
Believing you shouldn’t have to buy your way into heaven, Martin
Luther became angry. Luther believed that to gain heaven all you
needed was to have faith in God. Luther listed this complaint and
others on a statement called the Ninety-five Theses. He nailed this
statement to the door of the church in Wittenberg, Germany. His
writings were printed and distributed and his teachings began to
spread over Europe. In 1519, Pope Leo X excommunicated Luther
from the Catholic Church, and Holy Roman Emperor Charles V
declared him an outlaw. While in hiding, he translated the Bible into
German so people could read and understand it. Eventually, people
left the Catholic Church to form their own churches. People who
believed Luther’s teaching were called Lutherans. Other Protestant
movements began all over Europe.

(HH88 : A. Zeman&Kate Kelly, Everything you need to know about

world history, NYY, 2005, p.79.)
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The Reformation was a religious (A ) , or protest, against
the Roman Catholic Church. A German clergyman, Martin Luther,
was the person responsible for starting the movement in 1517. The
church had grown very rich and powerful and nearly all Europeans
were Catholic. However, some people questioned the church’s

(B ) whenitbegan the practice of selling indulgences®), or
pardons,for ( C ) .Believing youshouldn’thave to buy your
way into heaven, Martin Luther became angry. Luther believed that

to gain heaven ( D ) ®.




Luther listed this ( E ) and others on a statement called
(@ ) . Henailed this statement to the door of the church in
(@ ), Germany. His writings were printed and distributed

and his teachings began to spread over Europe.

In 1519, Pope who belonged to* the rich ( @ ) family of
Florence excommunicated Luther from the Catholic Church. At
the Imperial Diet* of ( @ ) in 1521, Holy Roman Emperor

( @ ) declaredhim ( @ ) .Whileinhidingin ( & )
castle, he translated the Bible into German so people could read and
understand it©). Eventually, people left the Catholic Church to
form their own churches. People who believed Luther’s teaching
were called Lutherans. Other Protestant® movement led* by a

French clergyman, ( & ) ,beganin ( & ) and spread

all over Europe.
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